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whole country grew exasperated at Henry and the foreigners
who filled the court.  Then Henry engaged in an inglorious
war with  France and  lost  the battle of   Taillebourg  or The
Saintcs, in which he narrowly escaped capture.  Undeterred Tame-01
by this failure he meddled in the quarrel between the Papacy oSSft
and the descendants of Frederick II.   He weakly accepted
the offer of the throne of Naples and Sicily for his younger Ambition
son, Edmund, and as a result had cast on him the task of ?orIiwlry
paying for the war which the Pope was waging.   Edmund 80ns
never got the throne, and a more purposeless waste of
money could hardly be imagined.   (Note 22.)
Irritated by the foreigners, provoked by the incompetent
and extravagant king, the barons demanded that proper
officials should be chosen and the charters kept. Henry
gave plenty of promises, but never kept them. So, till a
leader could be found on the baronial side, nothing could
be done. With the appearance of Simon de Montfort, how-
over, wo pass to the third and important period of the reign.
4. SIMON DE MONTFORT
Simon de Montfort, Earl of Leicester, was the son of the
do Montfort who had led the Crusade against the Albigenses simon's
in the south of France.   He had married Henry's sister, SST^Sth
Eleanor, but was disliked at Court and had spent most of  enry
his life abroad.   His chief work had been as Seneschal of
Gascony to try to keep the Gascon nobles in order.  He set
about this resolutely, and so unpopular did his firmness
make him, that the Gascons complained. Henry would not simon
support him, and Simon resigned. In 1257 he came to Eng-
land. Nine years were destined to see him rise to a position
above the king, then even more suddenly fall in complete
ruin; and yet leave a name that ranks among the greatest
in English constitutional history.
Being himself a foreigner, and related by marriage to
Henry III, it seems at first sight strange that he should